IRAN  EMANCIPATES

the local income tax collector collared them, and extracted
four per cent, on the spot!

To give Iran some respite from the large sums of money
she is forced to send abroad, factories are beginning to
produce sugar, beer, soap, shoes, and stockings. Thus
the buying power of the people is slowly being raised,
enabling them to purchase more commodities at lower
prices. At the same time the Shah will have more up his
international sleeve. Cotton is another new industry, which
has grown from comparatively nothing to nearly forty
thousand spindles. One of the largest mills at Chahi,
employing over a thousand workers, belongs to the Shah
and is run on military lines, providing the cloth for the
army. Iran has good prospect of trade in tea and cotton.
Not only should she be able ultimately to supply her own
needs, she bids fair to exchange her surplus crops with
Russia and Afghanistan. These markets will further add
to her power of barter, enabling her to purchase more
machinery, and to pay for technical labour.

What about business? A substantial margin yet re-
mains within the limits laid down by recent agreements.
Those who would trade with her must keep in close and
constant touch with her markets, ensuring that the wares
they sell are brought to the notice of those in the position
to purchase them.
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